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The Brothers Grimm, Jacob (1785-1863) and Wilhelm (1786-1859) were German brothers who

remained close friends, and both studied law. While Jacob went on to study philology, Wilhelm

wrote. The two of them worked on creating a German dictionary, but it would not be finished until

long after they were both dead.The Brothers would be lost to history, except they also collaborated

on a collection of 200 fairy tales and published two volumes of them in 1812 and 1814. Although

their intention was purely to preserve the material and try to keep the German culture and history

alive, their collection proved to be massively popular with young children. The first English

translation arrived in 1823, making them a must read for children ever since.Â 
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This is an ebook edition of Margaret Hunt's 1884 translation of the *complete* Brother's Grimm (i.e.,

the 211-tale "large edition," intended for adults and scholars). As such, the language is slightly

archaic, and the text itself is lengthy, with the tradeoff that this version does contain the entire

collection of stories in the forms the Grimms gave them. Thus,expect the language to be slightly



different from what you might remember reading before ("Little Red Riding Hood" is here "Little

Red-Cap") and the stories may contain more crudity, violence, and (occasionally) anti-semitism than

the versions most people are familiar with. Similarly, several stories normally expurgated from later

editions (i.e., "The Jew Among Thorns") are present in this collection.There's no indexed table of

contents, so you'll have to use the kindle's "find" feature to jump to specific stories, and there are

some typographical/transcription errors, etc.. It also doesn't appear to contain the Grimm's or Hunt's

scholarly footnotes. Still, this is a great overall grab for a free kindle ebook, and probably perfect for

lunch-break reading and the like.A little context: The Brothers Grimm were the first to make a

significant scholarly attempt to collect the "original" versions of traditional folk tales, as told by

ordinary people. They didn't always adhere perfectly to that dictum -- some of the stories they

collected from print sources and educated, middle-class tale-tellers, not just the "common folk" -- but

they were in many ways the first scholarly folklorists. They were also German nationalists, and their

collections were intended to help foster a sense of German national identity and "German virtues.
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